
The Catcher in the Rye Project Options: American Literature 

The following are four possible project options for J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye. Consider each 

option and choose the one you find most interesting. Read the novel in its entirety. As a reminder, 

plagiarism will result in a 0 for the overall project with no option to make up the grade. 

 

If you like music… 

The Mix Tape: 

Make a ten-song mix tape for Holden Caulfield as if he were alive today. On a separate sheet of 

paper, explain why you are including each of the ten songs on the mixed tape. Each song should 

have a short paragraph (3-4 sentences) of in-depth description as to why you think he would like 

it, using evidence from the themes, symbols, motifs, and situations that Holden and the novel 

explored. You must include lyrics and rationale for each song, as well as the artist and song 

title. Make sure songs and lyrics are chosen or edited to be school appropriate. 

 

If you like comics and graphic novels… 

Graphic Novel Adaptation: 

Choose the most important scenes — in your view — and tell the story of The Catcher in the Rye 

using a graphic novel format. The quality of your project will be determined by the following:  

a) The extent to which your graphic novel includes the entire story of the novel  

b) The quality and effort put into the original artwork (no computer images) 

c) The presence of an introduction in which you explain what you tried to capture in 

your recreation of the novel (i.e. "I wanted to emphasize the extent to which Holden 

rejects society and reveals himself as a rebel. I did this because… and showed it by…). 

You must include text evidence (quotes from the novel) to narrate your story. The final 

product should look like something that could be marketed and produced, which would 

include an illustrated cover. 

 

If you like arts and crafts… 

Holden’s Scrapbook: 

Compile a scrapbook of memorabilia that Holden might have collected or come across during 

the novel. All artifacts must be captioned with where he got it, its significance to him, and the 

page number you found it from in the novel (parenthetical citation). Think of the images that 

keep recurring in the novel, the places Holden travels to, and anything he collects. This project 

will be assessed based on the amount of memorabilia collected (at least ten items with 

captions) and the quality/effort put into making the scrapbook. 



If you like creative writing… 

Holden: Ten Years Later 

Write a piece of short fiction in which you imagine Holden's life ten years (or later) after the 

story ends. Try, as best you can, to replicate/emulate Holden's unique voice. Write it in the style 

of The Catcher in the Rye. Use what you know of him from the book along with Holden's state of 

mind throughout the novel to guide your prediction. Be sure to utilize details from the novel as 

your springboard. Refer back to events in the novel using flashbacks or reoccurring imagery, 

quotes when possible, and maintain the major themes of the novel. 

Requirements: Title for the piece, three page double-spaced minimum, typed in 12-point Times 

New Roman, Calibri, Arial, or other “normal” font  


